

CCEA English Literature GCSE


Unit 1: The Study of Prose (1 hour 45 minutes, 30%)
Section A: Novel (1 hour, 20%)

	Content


	Learning Outcomes



	Of Mice and Men, John Steinbeck
This is a closed-book exam which means you will not have access to the novel.

 You will have to learn key points about each character and key theme. You will also have to learn key quotations to support your main ideas.

There is a choice of two questions on your novel; you must answer one. 

The choice will be between a theme-focused question and a character-focused question.


	Students should be able to:

• read and understand a novel;
• respond to the novel critically and imaginatively;
• select and evaluate relevant textual material;
• use details from the novel to illustrate interpretations; and
• explain and evaluate how the author uses narrative techniques, language, structure and form to present ideas, themes, characters and settings.




Section B: Unseen Prose (45 minutes, 10%)

	Content


	Learning Outcomes



	Unseen prose (19th Century extract)
You will respond to one question on one extract that you will not have seen before.
You should spend 15 minutes analysing the extract and 30 minutes writing your response.
	Students should be able to:

• read and understand a prose extract;

• use details from the prose extract to illustrate interpretations; and

• explain and evaluate how the author uses narrative techniques, language, structure and form to present ideas, themes, characters and settings.


Unit 2: The Study of Drama and Poetry (2 hours, 50%)

Section A: Drama (1 hour, 25%)

	Content
	Learning Outcomes

	Blood Brothers, Willy Russell
This is an open book exam, so you are allowed a clean copy of the play in the exam. 

There is a choice of two questions on your play; you must answer one. 

The choice will be between a theme-focused question and a character-focused question.


	Students should be able to:

• read and understand a play;

• respond to the play critically and imaginatively;

• select and evaluate relevant textual material;

• use details from the play to illustrate interpretations; and

• explain and evaluate how the dramatist uses dramatic techniques, language, structure and form to present ideas, themes, characters and settings.


Section B: Poetry (1 hour, 25%)

	Content
	Learning Outcomes 

	Anthology One:

IDENTITY

or

Anthology Two:

RELATIONSHIPS

or

Anthology Three:

CONFLICT
	Students should be able to:

• read and understand an anthology of poems;

• respond to the poems critically and imaginatively;

• select and evaluate relevant textual material;

• use details from the poems to illustrate interpretations;

• explain and evaluate the ways in which the poets express meaning and achieve effects;

• make comparisons and explain links between the poems; and

• relate the poems to their social, cultural and historical contexts.


Unit 3: The Study of Shakespeare (2 hours, 20%)
	Content
	Learning Outcomes

	A Shakespeare play
CCEA set the topic each year.

You will answer a question on either character or theme, linked to the set topic.
	Students should be able to:

• read and understand a Shakespeare play;

• respond to the play critically and imaginatively;

• select and evaluate relevant textual material;

• use details from the play to illustrate interpretations;

• explain and evaluate how the dramatist uses dramatic

techniques, language, structure and form to present ideas,

themes, characters and settings; and

• relate the play to its social, cultural and historical contexts.


Assessment Objective Weightings
	Assessment Objective
	Unit weighting (%)
	Overall weighting

	
	External Assessment
	Controlled Assessment
	

	
	Unit 1
	Unit 2
	Unit 3
	

	AO1
	15
	17.5
	7.5
	40

	AO2
	15
	22.5
	7.5
	45

	AO3
	
	

7
	
	7

	AO4
	
	3
	5
	8

	Total Weighting
	30
	50
	20
	100


Quality of written communication

In GCSE English Literature, candidates must demonstrate their quality of written communication. They need to:

· ensure that text is legible and that spelling, punctuation and grammar are accurate so that meaning is clear;

· select and use a form and style of writing that suit their purpose and complex subject matter; and

· organise information clearly and coherently, using specialist vocabulary where appropriate.
